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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-590
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Carter
Date of Introduction: September 10, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ, R
Date of Analysis: September 13, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – to remove “any tree located on any property which is in use for bona fide agricultural purposes” from the list of exceptions to the regulations regarding removal of protected trees, and to add a new paragraph providing that the City’s permitting requirements for removal of protected trees do not apply to trees on land classified as agricultural land pursuant to Sec. 193.461, Florida Statutes, if such agricultural activity is regulated through implemented best management practices.
Background Information: The City exempts trees located on property in use for bona fide agricultural purposes from the permitting process otherwise required before a protected tree (based on species and size) can be removed.  The process of obtaining designation as a bona fide agricultural use requires an application fee.  In the 2013 legislative session the Florida Legislature amended a state law concerning agricultural lands to expand certain prohibitions against local governments regulating agricultural activities, specifically including charging a fee on bona fide farm operations on agricultural lands.  This law has the effect of prohibiting the City from charging this fee, so the Zoning Code is being amended to exempt agricultural lands meeting the state requirements from the regulation and fee.
Policy Impact Area: Protected tree removal
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; depends on the number of permit application fees the City will no longer receive.
Analyst: Clements
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